
Morsi, new Egypt's Pharao?  

The most part of the Egyptian society is still waiting to see if the election of 

Mohammed Morsi as the president of Egypt was correct 

 

 

The tension in Egypt is still high. On August 31st, a 

demonstration organised by the Nasser Youth 

Movement occupied the main streets located 

between Tahrir and Talahab squares. The 

concentration claimed against the current president 

and the Muslim Brotherhood group did it because 

they thought their policies were "too similar to 

Mubarak’s", said the movement's spokesman 

Manar El Gammal. The demonstration, which was 

called at four in the afternoon and did not end until 

midnight, is not the first that occurs on the streets 

   The journalist Maher Hassan             of Cairo since the election of Mohamed Morsi. 

 

"I'm not 100% satisfied [with the election of Morsi] but now we can express our opinion 

and change things if we do not like how they are. Now we can speak and do something 

about what we don't like”. Ahmed Mansour, who is only 25 years old, is Human 

Resources Department's chief of Resala, one of the biggest and most important 

nonprofit organizations in the Arabic world. Mansour, as other Egyptians, is not really 

happy with Morsi’s presidency but he likes "the fact that we won freedom of speech", 

the most important goal achieved by the Egyptian revolution, the real change for 

citizens who have been surprised because their struggle is bearing fruits. "Time ago, I 

felt that some of the Egyptian citizens had become vague, unhappy and pessimistic. For 

this reason, the first day I went to Tahrir Square and I saw people everywhere and even 

entire families from all around the country; I cried”, Wessam Fayid admits. 

 

Other Egyptian citizens as Maher Hassan, however, are clearly against the election of 

Morsi. Hassan is 53 years old and has worked as a journalist for 25 years. He currently 

works at the Masry a Ium newspaper, one of the few independent media published in 



the capital. Hassan is blunt with his opinions. "I am not happy with Morsi. We do not 

need an Islamic country, we need a civilian country. Morsi belongs to the Muslim 

Brotherhood, that want an Islamic state. And even he ensures that he doesn't want an 

Islamic state, he can not forget which political party he belongs to. Another 

disadvantage, according Fayid, is that "Morsi does not have a definite program. For this 

reason, people are afraid: nobody knows which actions he is going to take and they do 

not want the Muslim Brotherhood to rule the country again”.  

 

Sitting in a cafe near the Kentucky Fried Chicken in Tahrir, an improvised clinic during 

the days of the revolution, the engineer Ahmed Issmat, aged 28, is not happy with the 

current president. For him, the reason of his dissatisfaction lies in "the character of the 

Egyptians. In the past, I thought that the problem was the system but I was wrong. The 

problem is we haven't political consciousness. Why did the media have to put a counter 

to Morsi? How can you judge a president in just 100 days? That's because we do not 

know how to rule a country democratically because we haven't done it before. And, in 

the end, is Morsi’s fault: if he hadn’t made so many promises, the population would not 

have put him a countdown”. 

 

However, Issmat now admits that Morsi "is walking on the correct way after firing 

Mubarak's Prime Defense Minister”. Fayid agrees, and he highlights the words the 

president uses in his speeches. "In Egypt, for many years, all men who have ruled the 

country wanted to be like the ancient Pharaohs: be the true gods of the Egyptian 

population and have all the power in their hands. However, if you listen Morsi’s 

speeches, you realize that he always emphasises on the preposition 'we', which shows 

that he is not the Pharaoh of Egypt. He's not the king but a ruler who belongs to his 

people”. Thus, after 30 years having Pharaohs, "we must be patient". 

 

Instead, Mahmoud Abal el Hady, a paediatric surgeon in Bab el Shaera hospital, does 

no need to wait. "I'm very happy with Morsi; he knows what we feel, the conditions in 

which we live and how to fix the problems. Because of that, he will be a good president 

for Egypt”. Ahmed Mohy, aged 23 and the head of the Resala Languages Department, 

has the same opinion. "Thanks to the dismissal of the Minister of Defense, the power 

cuts are gone and the water is improving. Yes, I am a Muslim Brotherhood supporter”. 

 



Days die faster in Cairo and the nights get longer. The interview with Hassan runs at 

midnight in a cafe. In front, Tahrir square sleeps peacefully despite the cries of a street 

fighting during the talk. "See what I mean? The current situation is the same and so is 

the attitude of the rulers. Nothing is changing because the Muslim Brotherhood is still in 

the power. Therefore, the system has not changed. All that we got due to the revolution 

is changing a political party for another 

one while all the other problems that 

Egypt has remained the same: gas, 

traffic, the stolen money...". The 

journalist thinks that Egypt has a fuzzy 

future. As him, many of the citizens are 

unable to escape from the ghosts of the 

past. "All presidents want to be 

Pharaohs, all of them are soldiers”. So 

has the revolution been useless? "We 

have just started, we can not say if it has 

served a purpose. All we have gained is 

that we have broken through fear. Now 

we are scared of nothing. Therefore, the 

nation's people have the final decision”. 

Graffiti in Mohammed Mahmoud 

 street (people from the Revolution) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


